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whose names have become a litany of
courage: the Philippines, Wake Island,
Truk, Iwo Jima, Okinawa. A few year
later, as Commanding Officer of the es-
cort carrier U.S.S. Badoeng Strait, he
again saw action in the Korean War.

In 1955, he became the first com-
manding officer of the U.S.S. Forrestal,
the first of the ‘‘super-carriers,” was
promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral,
and later assumed command of Carrier
Division Four, with the Forrestal as his
flagship. In 1960, he was named Assist-
ant Chief of Naval Operations for Plans
and Policy, was later promoted to Vice
Admiral, and in 1963 became Deputy
Commander in Chief of the U.S. Pacific
Fleet. A year later, he was appointed
Commander of the Seventh Fleet, and
in that capacity was awarded his sec-
ond Distinguished Service Medal. In
1965, he was promoted to full Admiral
and became Commander in Chief of the
U.S. Pacific Fleet and the last Military
Governor of the Bonin Islands, which
include Iwo Jima.

After his retirement in 1967, Admiral
Johnson remained active in civic af-
fairs. He was Chairman of the Board of
Virginia Beach General Hospital, a
founding trustee of the U.S.S. Forrestal
Memorial Education Foundation, presi-
dent of the Early and Pioneer Naval
Aviators Association (The Golden Ea-
gles), President of the Naval Academy
Alumni Association, and other organi-
zations. He was an active contributor
to the U.S. Naval Institute’s Oral His-
tory Program, which published his
military memoirs, served as an advisor
on national security matters, and was
on the national board of Senator Bob
Dole’s veterans’ group in his presi-
dential campaign.

The Admiral’s wife of 69 years, the
former Margaret Louise Gross, died
last year. Anyone who has been close
to a military life theirs knows that it
has to be a joint enterprise, in which
both husband and wife share the sac-
rifices, the uncertainties, and the satis-
faction of a job heroically done.

On behalf of the U.S. Senate, I would
like to offer one last salute to Roy
Johnson, a patriot from the beginning,
a patriot to the last. As we extend our
condolences to all his family—especial
his daughter, Jo-Anne Lee Coe, our
former Secretary of the Senate—we
know they share our pride and our ap-
preciation for all that Admiral John-
son did, and gave, to the country he
loved.

——————

THE SENATE SAYS GOODBYE

HELEN C. SCOTT (4/1/85—4/1/99)

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, Helen
Scott has worked for the United States
Senate for 14 years in the Environ-
mental Services Department at the
U.S. Capitol. During her tenure at the
Senate, Helen has proven to be an out-
standing employee. She possesses
qualities of unremarkable character—
dedication and loyalty. Helen is mar-
ried to Joseph C. Scott and together
they have six children and nine grand-
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children. We wish Helen the best in her
retirement.
JAMES DAVIS (4/2/85-3/1/99)

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, James
Davis has worked for the United States
Senate for 14 years in the Environ-
mental Services Department at the
U.S. Capitol. During his years of serv-
ice, we have known Jim to be a fine
employee who always performed his du-
ties with spirit and dedication. Jim is
married to Nae Davis and they have a
son, James Jr. We wish Jim the best of
luck in his retirement.

———

WASHINGTON CENTER FOR IN-
TERNSHIPS AND ACADEMIC SEM-
INARS

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
commend the Washington Center for
Internships and Academic Seminars for
its excellent work over the last 25
years. The Center, which was founded
by William and Sheila Burke in 1975, is
an independent, non-profit educational
organization that has placed more than
24,000 students from over 750 colleges
and universities in internships across
the Washington, D.C. area.

The Center plays a critical and form-
ative role in teaching students the
value of public service. The organiza-
tion fosters an enduring civic aware-
ness by placing students in internships
and by holding academic seminars that
introduce students to the exciting cul-
ture and history of our nation’s cap-
ital. In addition to helping students ex-
perience the extraordinary educational
opportunities that exist in the District
of Columbia, The Center has made an
invaluable contribution to public serv-
ice by helping those of us in Congress
to identify talented and energetic
young men and women to assist in our
work on behalf of the American public.

I know that many of my colleagues
share my deep appreciation for this ex-
traordinary achievement, and join me
in commending The Center for its pio-
neering efforts over the last quarter
century to promote participatory
learning in the nation’s capitol. On
this, The Center’s 25th anniversary, it
deserves the recognition and thanks of
all of us who work in our nation’s cap-
itol and who have benefitted from The
Center’s important work.

In conclusion, Mr. President, I wish
the Washington Center continued suc-
cess in fulfilling its vital mission to en-
hance the lives and learning of our na-
tion’s college students. This Center’s
work has immeasurably enriched the
lives of students and the lives of those
who have been fortunate enough to
work with them, and I know it will
continue to do so for many years to
come.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, March 24, 1999, the federal debt
stood at $5,645,338,661,953.64 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred forty-five billion,
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three hundred thirty-eight million, six
hundred sixty-one thousand, nine hun-
dred fifty-three dollars and sixty-four
cents).

One year ago, March 24, 1998, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,542,617,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred forty-two
billion, six hundred seventeen million).

Five years ago, March 24, 1994, the
federal debt stood at $4,556,299,000,000
(Four trillion, five hundred fifty-six
billion, two hundred ninety-nine mil-
lion).

Ten years ago, March 24, 1989, the
federal debt stood at $2,737,627,000,000
(Two trillion, seven hundred thirty-
seven billion, six hundred twenty-seven
million) which reflects a debt increase
of almost $3 trillion—
$2,907,711,661,953.64 (Two trillion, nine
hundred seven billion, seven hundred
eleven million, six hundred sixty-one
thousand, nine hundred fifty-three dol-
lars and sixty-four cents) during the
past 10 years.

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:29 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1141. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1999, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
without amendment:

S. 643. An act to authorize the Airport Im-
provement Program for 2 months, and for
other purposes.

The message further announced that
pursuant to the provisions of Executive
Order No. 12131, the Speaker appoints
the following Members of the House to
the President’s Export Council: Mr.
EWING of Illinois, Mr. ENGLISH of Penn-
sylvania, and Mr. PICKERING of Mis-
sissippi.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 12:06 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hanrahan, one of its reading
clerks, announced that the Speaker has
signed the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 68. An act to amend section 20 the
Small Business Act and make technical cor-
rections in title III of the Small Business In-
vestment Act.
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